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NUARY MEETING. 


A meeting will be held at 8p.m.on Weduesday, January 5th 
at Bishopsgate I stitute, Bishopsgate Street Withont, E.C., 
when Mr. A. H. Carte Y; sub-librarian of St. Martin’s, will read a 
paper on “ The Poly ‘chnics and Public Libraries of London.” 
this meeting the vacancy on the os mittee, caused by 
Mr. E. Quinn, of Lambeth, having ceased to be a member of the 
Association, will be filled. Nominations may hs made in writing 
to the Hon. Sec., or at the ineeting. 








FEBRUARY MEETING. 


A ineeting will be held at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, February 
9th, at Wandsworth Public Library, West Hill, 8.W., when the 
librarian, Mr. — YT. Davis, will read a short paper to open a 
discussion on ‘Captain Marryat.” Trains to East Putney, 
Putney, or Sendens rth stations. *Bus or tram to North Street, 
ast Hill or West Hill. 

Members are recommended to read Hannay's “ Life of F. 
Marryat,” in the ‘‘ Great Writers ’’ Series. and any of Marryat’s 
works. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION SUMMER SCHOOL, 


A scheme of classes for library assistants in London and 
- Home Counties has been drawn up. Commencing in January, 
the first course of classes will probably last till March, and will 
held at some convenient centre, easily accessible to students 
fic all parts. 
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The classes will probably be as folloy. 
Cataloguing (Lecturer :— 
Wednesdays, at 3 p.m. 
Cataloguing (Lecturer :— ), 
Thursdays, at 3 p.m. 
Cutter’s Rules wil ti riu the basi f thes ecbires. 
Klementary Paleography (Lecture: 
Wednesdays, at 4.30 p.in. 
Historical Printing (Lecturer :-— 
Thursdays, at 4.30 p.m 


iées will be, for Senior Assistants, 35., 101 Junior Assistay ts, 


} 


Text Books will be provided for the use of students, and 


Ys. 6d., for one co 





fees for cach additional cours 
All furthe informatio? nav } } : ) fy ¢ 
All turther information may be obtained from the Hor - . 
of the Summer School Committee, Mr. H. D. Roberts. 4 
Southwark Bridge Road, S.E., who will envol students at one 


NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


‘““Pue Lisprary Assistant” makes its appearance some eigh , 
years after the publication of the first periodical, printed 
this side of the Atlantic, whose especial function it was to ord 
the doings of libravians. The growth of the library mover t 
since ‘! Monthly Notes”’ was produe “sin 1880, has 
been so rapid, that to som f the younger generation 
of those who work in_ libraries, it seems impossible 


that less than a score of years ago it was ‘found somewhat 
inconvenient that all accounts of the proceedings of the Li 


+ 4s | 1 . . ’ 
Associatit snoulG reach members oul from America. 






To-day it has eq y been found * somewhat inconvenient 
: } ¢ es T stbray — a * 4s ’ } 
that the members of the Library Assistants’ Association should 
have no regular pu 
now not so much younger than wasits parent in 1880, 
pi blishes : jou nal of its own. 


) 
lication of their own. and the younger body 





One of the first duties of the Editor of this new pay 
xpress the great obligation which the Assistants have b 
under to the Editor of ‘‘ The Library,’ who has done so much 
pave the way for an Assistants’ Journal, by uffordine f 
the discussion of questions affecting assistants, and for tl 


publication of L.A.A. notices, events, and papers in his journa 


Indeed, such has been the courtesy of the Edi 

as been anestioned if the pul ication yf the * Library \ssistan 
vere necessary. — ig aus l i CIVCI la 1) ( 
‘ertainly there should be room, among the fifteen | 

Wo thousand assist: \ rking in libraries in } { 
Kingdom, a journal enting their opinions and 


YO! 





But to make this journal what it should be, and to enable 
it to be really represe ntative, it must meet with an adequate 
support from those who work in libraries. Only by the hearty 
co-operation of librarians and assistants can any library journal 
keep a record of the doings of libraries and librarians, and avoid 
icksand of indifference and neglect on which has hitherto 


foundered every attempt at a journal of English librarianship. 





tnat quic! 





Ure ntly we would ask librarians and assistants to fill up the 
“1 to this number, and to thus aid in 


on a sound financial basis. 





Equally urgently we would ask them to remember that these 


Tay { . a . + 1 + 
columns are open for the recording of all facts of interest 
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regarding libraries and librarianship. ‘The Editor will be glad to 
receive any notes and news of local library doings-—a brief record 
of 1ae O!| interest oO a p steard, or 2 m wk va copy ofa loz | 

1 . . ¢ 
pat the hb 0) 1 assistant i lib vould 
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, ee , 
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( | na l I d, esl) | ce | | 1 
] t ve i ICiLUS vill b i l jié } iy 
va les in libra Letters and | ibutions of 
will b led a he y 1 ld b 
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t to th / [ 1 a Library Lelt 
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LN RICAN VIEW OF ENGLISH LIBRARIANSHIP 
Lvin D1 
| 1. 
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‘ | ) th ly | ! 0) 
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iipp look the silver, 
books in immaculate condition, but rathe raged 


encouraged frequent disturbance of them. 


J gallery sometimes appoints 


lush 28 3 man witha 












a ser i to see nat 1 ley are kept 
OR aX librarian appointed 
levies appoint men who not 
only the , view to 
cate and bringing } it 
not le, so has the pr sion 
» ne warian is no longer a k 
Dv ‘study of books, 











The training of the librarian is now just attracting attention 
in England. There is a growing feeling in fayour of establishing a 
professional training-school, where li brary assistants can underg 
a course of study, as candidates for the bar or medicine 1 siaae. 
Librarians are beginning to see that Government must recoguise 
public libraries as forming an absolutely ested half of the 
educational system of the country. Public education consists of 
two parts—the school supplies the tools and the library the 
materials, 

In America our idea is that the library should be the ce 
of home education, as distinct from school education. But t 
most important development in recent years, in connection with 
library work in America, has been the establishment of library 
schools, where the would-be librarian can receive the b nd 
broa est training for the very responsible duties ] 


up. 


LIBRARY V. UNIVERSITY TRAINING. 
By 2. J, OGLE. 
Librarian of Boot 


We have only to linprove the assistant’s opportuni 
preparation, and in time there will be candidat to t 
Were it otherwise, what would be the result ? 

Library training would come to be considered as m 
mechanical and vulgar, and the best library positions 1 


l 


l 
the educated who have not been trained in a lib ary. Ti 


petition of this class has not been felt keenly as yet, owing to 
the limit of the library rate; when that limit i ised, b 
salaries will probably be offered for chief positions, a lt 
univel sity-ti ained man will do his best to oust the 


trained man as responsible librarian. Whether he will ed 
will depend ultin 
Only one thing can make it desirable--namely, the 
intellectual 


vi = ari +] 4 m } ha 1 ] ] j 
tely O11 Whether 1b 1s desiravie that he sh l. 


training by the library assistant 


Assistants who mean to ‘TIS must note Xpecs too much to b 


done for them. In all intellectual work he who is will x * to 
scorn delight and live laborious days” is more likely to get on 
ha ee es a - mildly studiou -olle a A ae 
than 1S ap nh if O} DLLGLY CUd1OUS coileagu Ol | if 


worker. 


THE EDUCATION OF LIBRARY ASSISTANTS. 


The especial attention of every assistant } 
ealled to the very important announcement which i i i 
page one, of the winter classes of the Suminer Schoo! Coinmittee 
of the Library As ociation 











Apart from the week of lectures and visits to places ol 
st that has been held of late years under the name of the 
Summer School, this is the first attempt on the part of the pro- 
fession of librarianship to establish a teaching school of their craft. 
The need of such a school of librarianship has been urged on 
the Lib y \ssociation by the Library Assistants’ Association, 
und it is the duty of every assistant who can possibly take 
advantage of the professional facilities now afforded him to do so. 
Elsewhere, we print a { words that Mr. Ogle, of Bootle, wrote 

time since, which show how important to all those who 
\ i t} hould take every opportunity of 
and it is most necessary th first 
Lil \ lat ’ »aid a t l vil 
Lud il i a 
love { i London and the Home Counties can 
nee to be awa mm duty at his library either on Wednesday 
r Th ait if he is ne already oil duty one of th 
( him go to librarian, tell him what he wants to chang 
vid is no librarian who will not willingly 
{ l to attend the cl L place i 
( l + th urs are conven! with 
1 | to nroy the real cle i l {O t] 
cla » sl ( ! | for all, if the slur that has ] ! 
Wy were not worth educating p i Vy 
incl t y uke the ti 1d tl 
ro ‘ UO i 
| i ( { \ l } ) oO rave 
ly ds to attend the LCL IAC 

Lo W hie of t} Many enga publ 
) ( er love Ol work, and fro O ¢ T 

; © ) j “| Stoves of no\ 0 l r 
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will | { | that the helpi | | ull n b 

ll af 

- ne { , sgt 2 } ane 
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numbe1 

[ t sub-libraviai t 1d 
| charg Ol | I \ ould say do not disdai to alt 
cla becat have already atta‘ned sei ty, or be 

you think vou vi lready obtained all pos sible knowledge, o1 

all that you care t ve, in the subjects on the present syllabus 

Attend these classe will encourage your juniors and help to 

| make the scheme a su , later on othe classes may be formed 
in subjects it will advantage you to have « 


the greatest of living n 


un) xplained viva-voce by 
1X 
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To junior assistant 
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institutions, you must ¢ 
if you weve a teacher, as 
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1u 
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Wwe 


walify f 


would say, 
high and honourable post 


to fill, as executive officers in ry sc of the 


ys posts 


that il ye 


— 
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solic Fo or a nar Ctol 
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To those assistants who are in the prov 
attend the lectures—for we refuse to recognise that: it is 
imp sible for any London assistant to do so—we would say. do 
not be envious of the opportunities that ave being afforded to 


t 
your London colleagues—this scheme of classes is 
beginning, perchance, of a proper educational system, wl 
shall include the assistant in the smallest of libraries. As t 
library profession organises itself—for it is very young 
profession—it will fali into line with the other professions, d 
as in the case of the architects, the lawyers, the doctors, ard thi 
schoolmasters, there will be evolved fre m thie prof sion’s Very 
facilities for professional continuity. What the pro 
vincial assistants must do, if they want 7. neh me of 
extended, is to make their need known. and : 
to meet it eventually. 


necessities 


Above all things, librarians must be interested by assi 
in the need felt for opportunity to improve, and in thu 
librarianship there will always be found those, who f 
the love of their craft, ill do all the v can to aid. Londo: 


assistants are much indebted to the members of the Su 


centres o 


School Committee, who have, everyou acrificed much en 
the consi — of the best plan to in i preset nt need Very 
specially to Mr. Charles Welch, of the Guildhall, himself onee a 


{ ¢ 


junior assistai o* the hbrary of which he is now the head, and 


to Mr. H. D. r i ;, of St. Saviour’s, whose paper before t 


’ 
Librarv A mere ee ae eae . i 

NOVA! ASsocialloy, With 16S accolupanylme resoiution, Was 
direct instigation of the classes. We hone to record tl 
classes al 1 unqualified suecess, and that they a » be 


f 
J 


extended by the efforts of provincial librarians and a 
cover the whole field of Mnglish Librarianship. 


ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION 


OCTOBER. 


soover mquare, on Wednesday Ox ) ries 


Mr. T 
a ce 

sided, and there was an exc 
and some risitors, Mr. ( 
delivered an addres 
864-97.” 


att 


In the course of his most interesting remarks, Mi 


homas Ma son, Librarian of St. Martin’s, pre- 


harles Welch, of the Guildhall, 
entitled ‘* Recollections and Reflections, 


Welch gave a brief sketch of the history of the Guildhall Library 








before his connection with it, and then dealt more fully with it 
ince, Ilis first knowle dye of the Library was as a schoolboy 
reader, when he visited it with his schoolfellows —among them the 
Rt. Hon. H. H. Asquith, Q.C. He was offered and accepted a post 
as assistant in 1864. The library was then a mere = over 
the portico, and the readers enjoyed more the privileges of a 
club than those of a library. The room only held 20 at a time, 
and admission was by ticket. The frequenters were mostly 
writers on London subjects, and the library had then been in 
existence fifty years. Some very amusing descriptions of readers 
were given, and some interesting anecdotes of the librarians 
hom Mr. Welch was trained. A pa description 
foll we d of the gradual building up of one of th ‘finest libraries 
of its kind in the woild which began in 1870, id to which an 
enormous impetus was given by the library coi if rence of 1577. 
[t was the first time librarians had ; gathe re d tovether to compare 
miethods, and its effect on the Guil dhall was important, in that 
the card catalogue at once superseded the cumbersome printed 
catalogues with their numerous supplements; and ndditional 
books began to be acquired both by purchase ang gift, till there are 
now on its shelves 110,000 volumes, which‘are consuited by 
300,000 readers in a year. The address concluded with a 
desei iption of Guildhall methods and speeialiti , and some ve ry 
interesting old catalogues were exhibited. Hearty votes of 
thanks were accorded the lecturer and the ehairman. 


, 
unaer W i 
1 
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The e one 1id¢ cling of the ses ion Was li ld on 
NovVEMBER. Wednesda: Noyember 1{ ge Kensington ¢ entral 
Publie eae Mr. jw. Vadley, senior sub- 


librarian, presiding, and there being again an excellent attendance. 
] 


Herbert Jones, chief librarian’ of Ke fe SN lectured on 
« Public Library Les islation, ”’ inteyided to serve as an introduction 
to a reading circle whicl . has be ‘en formed with Library Law as iis 
subject. The lecturer paca surprise that so many assistants 
should take an interest in so dry-as-dust a theme as law, but 
congratulated the Association on having so many member 

willing to tackle it. Taking the Act of 1892, the Amendment of 
1893, and the Local Government Act of 1894, as his basis, Mr. 
Jones proceeded to explain the meaning and working of the Acts, 
clause by clause, im a clear aud lucid manner, and he was 
listened to with the greatest interest and intelligence throughout. 
Before concluding + pointed out the many deficiencies which 
exist in the present law, and suggeste <1 some remedies. A short 
discussion took place, in which Mr. H. Rowl latt, of Poplar, Mr. 
IK. M. Borrajo, of the Guildhall, some other visitors, and the 
members took part, and after votes of thanks, the meeting 
was very kindly entertained by Mr. Jones to light refresh- 
ments, 
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BRIEF NOTES OF LIBRARY NEWS 
Mr. Passmore Edwards has offered £4,000 


Acros, MippuLsex to build a library, conditional « 
adoption of the Acts A poll is to b 
taken of the district, 
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The annual change in the Art objects lent by the 
Betrast, South Kensington Museum authorities has taken 


place. ire china, wood- 


Among the new exhibits a 


; : 7 1 .] . } e 1, é } f } 

carving, tron work, and, as befits the grea santre of the 

linen trade, some beautiful specimens of linen wi und old 
. ] ++ ) ) 1A ae 

lan ii patterns and Gesigns, 
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Dr. Garnett opened in November the Fassmore 
Epmonton. Edwards “ Keats and Lamb” Memorial Library, 
delivering an interesting address on the usefulness 
of libraries. He showed that the modern movement was a 
similar one to that which in earlier ages gave us monasteries and 


later grammar schools, and was an a laptation of educational 
facilities to educational needs. 


A companion medallion to that in memory of 


¢ 


HamMERSMITH. Charles Keen, was recently unveiled by Mr. 
Passmore Edwards in memory of Leigh Hunt, 


in the vestibule of the Shepherd’s Bush Branch. 
: * 


The opening ceremony of the Central Library 


IfampsteaD. place on November 10th. Sir Henry Hazrl 
Chairman of the Vestry, declared the library 
which is his gilt, open to the public on the anniversary of t 
day he laid the foundation stone. Among the speakers w 
Rev. J. S. Burnaby, M.A., the Vica: Mr. A. S. J 
\.R.LIB.A., the Architect of the building; Dr. Ryalls, Chai 
and Mr. i. 5. Payne, Vice-Chairman of the Library Commit 
\Miv. b. Hoare, M.P., Rev. Dr. Horton, &e., &e. The | 
Department will not be available for some months. 
Nhe District Council have accepted the tend 
llorxsey. Messrs. Chesham & Sons to erect a Central Lil 
for £7,000. Electric light is to be supplied { 
Council's station, to be erected at the new baths. 
The ‘Builder’ of December 4th contained 
LEWISHAM. dleseription and eriticisms of the pl wns subi 
for the proposed new libraries here, at Lew 
and Iorest Hill, each to be erected at a cost of £4,000 
The new book § store: i 
LONDON LIBRAR . having been compl ted, N { 
Sv. James’ SguarE, W.C hich has been the home 
library sin i840 
demolished pe paratory to ve -buildineg. 
A ‘delivery station’ has been establi a 
RoraernitHe. Lower Rotherhithe. It is worked u 





additional staff, and at very little cost, in a room 


which is lent to the Vublic Library Coinmissioners free 


charge. 


On September 29th, the President of 


St. GrorGk-In-THE-Eastr. the Board of Trade laid ths 





tion stone of the new pnblic hbrary 


Mr, Passmore Edwards is building here 
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On December 2nd, 1897, Mr. Pass- 

Sv. GrorGE-THE-Martyr, more Edwards laid the foundation 

SouTHWARK. stone of the public library, toward 

which he has given £5,000, in per- 

petuation of the memories of Sir William Molesworth and Sir 

Henry Layard. The elevation of the building and a description 
is published in the ‘‘ Building News,” of December 11th. 

a ¥ 


a 


‘he Couinissioners state that for financial reasons 
Sr. Gites. they have been compelled to curtail the hours 
during which the library is open, and to close it on 








* F 


ry 


Ihe Commissioners point out that many 
Stoke NEWINGTON. provincial libraries haye received grants of 
mol ey from the Excise duties for the pur- 

hase of expensive works on scientific and technical subjects 
iitable for the reference library, and the London County Council 

us been appealed to, hitherto without effect, with a view of 


ybtaining a similar grant. 


1a site i branch 


Mr. Tate has generously give 
STREATHAM. library at Balham. 


Mr. Passinore Edwards has offered to provide the 


Wesr Ham. funds to build a museum to house the natural 
history and other collections of the Essex Field 


LUD # ~~ 
The current nuinber of ‘* Westminsiei ontains 
WESTMINSTER. a portrait of Mr. H. KE. Poole, librarian of 
Westminster Public Libraries, and en of 


London librarians. 
* 
The many legal difficulties which have stood in 
WHITECHAPEL. the way of the adoption of Canon Barnett’s 
scheme for an art gallery, adjacent to tl 
- been overcome ; the site has been secured, and 
Mv. Pe ssinore Edwards will be the donor of the main cost 





OBITUARY. 





Dp. (Mr. James), I.R.S. 1597, at the advanced age 

OL 59d, cdi tl pra tien! 

der oi publi libraries in London, Mr. Heyw vd ypened the 
e lib ay in the Metropolis at Notting Hill, in 1874, and 

Li 11S sole expense till 1887, ynep He pre it 


tw snted 
th iabitants of Kensington on their establishing pub 
wavies. The gift is commemorated bya marble bust of t 

placed, by public subscription, in the Central Library, 
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By a sad coincidence ther 
Rosstver (Mr. Witwram). passed away within a few days 
another London library pioneer 
Associated with Professor Huxley and others, Mr, Willia 
Rossiter opened the first free library in South London, a 
Kennington Lane, in 1878. To the library a few pictures wel 
added, and this small art collection was the germ which has 
developed into the Passmore Edwards’ South London Art Gallery 
and Technical Institute, now administered by the Camberwell 
library authority, and the new buildings of which e 
opened this month. 





oO 


One of the founders of the America 
Wisxsor (Mr. Justin). Library Association, aud a frequent 
visitor to English libraries, has passed 
away in Mr. Justin Winsor, for nine years at the head of Boston 
Library, and, since 1877, Librarian of Harvard. He was one oi 
the Vice-Presidents of the recent International Conference, an 
had few equals in the technical knowledge of his profession, whil 
his contributions to bibliography were many and valuable 


APPOINTMENTS 


BetHectt, Mr. George, librarian of Sale Public Library, to b 
librarian of the Lyceum Library, Oldham. 


CuHamMbers, Mu. W. G., of Stoke Newington Public Libra 
sub-librarian of Huddersfield Public Library. 


Hann, Mr. T., librarian of Oldham Public Library, to be « 
librarian of Leeds Public Libraries. 


Hotmes, Mr. G. E., of St. George, Hanover Square, Publ 
Library, to be chief assistant of Watford Public Lib 


Eneos, Mr. A. W., of Kensington Public Librari 
librarian of the Railway Clearing House, London 


LockxnTt, Mr. A. G., of Croydon Public Libraries, to be libi: 
and curator of Huddersfield. 


Savace, Mr. E. A., of Watford Public Library, to be libraria 
in charge of the South Norwood Branch of the Croydor 
Public Library. 


Notrice.—All communications as to advertise hts, as to 
contents of the February number, should be addresse 
to the Hon. Editor, Kensington Public Lib 


ary, Ol 
Brompton Road, 5.W., on or before the Lith J Avy 


y 
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‘¢Thys Boke is not for every rude and unconnynee man to 
) y yng 


see, but for Clerkys and verie Gentylmen yat understand 


yentylness and seyence.” Win. Caalon 











